Happy November everyone! As I have said before, November has two of my favorite
holidays: Veteran’s Day and Thanksgiving! Two holidays celebrated in the same month that
give thanks and show appreciation!

As I am sure you are aware, | am an especially strong supporter of our military members and
veterans. Rarely a day goes by that I do not give thanks for these individuals and whether
they served during wartime or peacetime, guard, reserves or active duty. As the saying goes,
“All gave some and some gave all.” Make no mistake about my respect for those individuals
who have dedicated time, whether a few weeks a year or their entire career, to protecting this
great nation. It is because of these veterans throughout the years, through their sacrifice and
dedication, that we enjoy the freedoms that we have in this great country. One day a year is
not enough recognition for these individuals, so I say THANK YOU as often as I can! In
recognition of these veterans, I hope you were able to visit us for our 7" Annual Veterans
Day Open House. Our displays continue to grow! This is a great time to visit with those that
have served or the families of those that have served to preserve our freedoms. Uniforms
dating back to the Civil War have been loaned to us by our members for the Open House.
These uniforms, and the stories behind them, show the dedication to this country by our
members and their families. If you were not able to visit us this year, I hope to see you next year! Thanks to all of those that
helped to put this event together!

Thanksgiving is also a great holiday! Traditionally, the United States traces the beginning of the Thanksgiving celebration back
to the early 1600’s as the Pilgrims and Puritans celebrated the harvest. Today the traditions are less about the harvest and more
about the feast and football! I believe we should continually contemplate the many things that we have been blessed with. I
think if we all truly consider our situations, we can all find something to be grateful for whether it be health, our jobs, family,
friends and loved ones, even the freedoms that come from living in this great nation! Look deeply and give thanks in your own
way. However, as we recognize our blessings, let’s not forget about those less fortunate. If you are able, share with those who
may not be as fortunate as you to make sure they have opportunities to be thankful as well. You don’t have to look far, either
within this country or outside to realize we have many things others do not have. We are truly blessed!

Recently we were saddened by the loss of a man truly dedicated to Platte County. Gene Schuldies passed away on October 5
in his home south of Wheatland. Gene served in many capacities in the Platte County community including serving on the REA
Board of Directors from 1991 until 2015. 24 years in service to your REA! Our thoughts and prayers go out to Gene’s family
for their loss.

The “activities” at Tri-State continue and we continue to stay involved and make our concerns known. Over the last several
months, the Wyoming Tri-State members have joined forces to engage the issues with Tri-State and some other Tri-State
members. Individually, we do not have the resources to fight in some of the arenas, however, together we can engage.
Recently, I attended a meeting of all the Tri-State member managers and a member of Tri-State senior management comple-
mented the Wyoming group for our engagement in the various issues and stated that we have been effective in steering the
focus. Itis good to hear that even in a big pond, Wyoming can make a difference! We will continue to fight on your behalf.

As always, it is a pleasure to serve you! I am truly grateful to live here and be able to serve you the wonderful member/owners
of Wheatland REA! And, as you have heard me say before, I am extremely appreciative for dedicated REA employees! This is
truly a wonderful place to live and work! You are always welcome to stop in and let me know if you have any thoughts or
concerns or even if you would like to recognize one of the fantastic employees here. Thanks everyone! Hope you have a
wonderful holiday season!
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From the office of RKA...

November 2021...can you believe it? It seems ¥
like we were just looking forward to jumping out
of year 2020 and into 2021. Now here we are
getting ready for another new year! Time is
rollin’...

As we move closer to the end of 2021, it seems
that momentum is picking up here at the co-op.
Year-end requires us to complete next year’s
budget, closing of the books, and to try to
complete as many capital projects as possible
that affect the current year’s margins and projec-
tions. As the supposed “financial wizard” here, I
am always monitoring expenses vs. revenues for
the current month, year to date and projecting for
the next year. In looking at YTD figures, we have currently sold 2,167,762 or
2.0% Kwh’s more than last year. This tells me that we remain strong in our
revenues and all classes are ahead of last year’s except for seasonal (-2.0%) and
irrigation (-4.1%). These totals are as of month end September 2021, so we will
see what October brings us when we close the month.

With all that “math” thrown at you; it remains a good estimate on what 2022 has in
store for us. In the past, I have mentioned that revenues are difficult to predict as
Mother Nature, the economy, politics are just a few factors that play into it. For
next year, not only revenues will be difficult but also expenses. As you are aware,
the materials/supply chain around the nation is somewhat a cluster right now.
Unfortunately, it didn’t leave us out of the picture. Some supplies that we would
order in the past that took weeks to get are now taking months. Along with the
difficulty of getting the supplies is also now the cost. Materials that are crucial in
running our co-op are being ordered immediately only because tomorrow they
might not be available. Once again, my crystal ball is a little clouded and not
much help at this point. Stay tuned...

It doesn’t seem possible, but it is now time to start talking about an annual meeting
for 2022! Currently, we are tentatively scheduled for one of the Wednesdays in
March 2022. We will also be going back to the Agriplex building for a meeting
and luncheon. With the approval from the Board of Directors, we will be also
having the Wellness Fair. There is also one director position — Director at Large,
that will be up for election. Please keep watching for further information!
November 11" is Veterans Day. Please thank a veteran for their service to defend
our great nation. We will be having our Veterans Day Open House on November
11™ at the Agriplex building. This special event has grown so much that we now
need a bigger place to hold the event. Please come by and enjoy all the veterans’
memorabilia that will be on display.

Fall is my favorite time of the year. But once again, as I write this article, I am
watching rain that is becoming snow already early in the season. Mother Nature is
showing her attitude again!! LOL! We are still doing some fishing as the motto at
our house is you fish until ice on and start again when ice is off. The dogs are
ready for hunting season. They just sense that cooler
weather means it’s time to hit the fields. This year I
MIGHT do some pheasant hunting...still out for debate
on this one. I am not sure who is up more for a chal-
lenge with this...me or my hubby? IfI don’t have an
article in the WREN next month, you will know what
happened!

Until next month...
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STEFFES

I Heating Systems

Many people are taking advantage of low
cost electricity rates known as off-peak rates
and saving hundreds, even thousands of
dollars on their home heating bills. If you
are looking at options and are interested in
getting more information give us a call at
(307) 331-2125 and ask for Al or Becky.

The Wheatland REA
Office will be Closed

Thursday and Friday,
November 25th=26t¢h.

We wish you and your
family a Happy
Thanksgiving! We are
thankful to live in such a
wonderful community!

DON'T FORGET TO
CHANGE THAT
' FURNACE FILTER!
® YOUR FURNACE WILL
THANK YOU.
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GO BEYOND
THE CARD.

FIND AL
THE WAYS
TO SAVE.

DOWNLOAD THE FREE NEW CO-OP CONNECTIONS™ APP TODAY!

TR S
Shop these fine

merchants...they give our

members discounts!
(You must present your “Co-op
Connections Discount Card” at the time

of purchase!)

ARBY’S RESTAURANT-WHEATLAND
ARBY’S RESTAURANT-DOUGLAS
BEAR CREEK ORIGINALS

BEST WESTERN TORCHLIGHT INN
BUFFALO LODGE AND GRILL
CHEYENNE COFFEE COMPANY
CHUGWATER CHILI

COUNTRY GIRLS EMBROIDERY
DRUBE SUPPLY/HARDWARE HANK
HOWSHAR HARDWARE

LARAMIE PEAK MOTORS

MICKE’S FAMILY RESTAURANT
MUREL’S GREAT TREASURES
PICTURE THIS PHOTOGRAPHY
REGISTER CLIFF PHARMACY

ROY’S TREE SERVICE

SHERARD REALTY, INC

SIMPLY CREATIVE

SOUTH STREET PHARMACY

TACO JOHN’S

TEEL GUN WORKS

THE PIE TIN BAKERY AND CATERING
THE SHARP SHOP OF WHEATLAND
WHEATLAND ALTERNATIVE HEALTH
CENTER

WHEATLAND COUNTRY STORE
WYOMING PURE NATURAL BEEF
WHEATLAND RURAL ELECTRIC
ASSOCIATION

Marathon Water
Heaters...the
last water
heater you'll
ever buy! The
tank is guaran-
teed not to leak
for as long as
you owh your
home!

If yours ever
leaks, you get a
free
replacement!
We have 40 &
50 gallon water
heaters in
stock.

We offer rebates for rechargeable outdoor equipment,
electric motors and energy-star appliances.
Call the office for details: 307-322-2125
REBATES MUST BE SUBMITTED WITHIN

O“e call of Wyoml'b

s |
Dig 7 Safely.

CALL: —
In-state...811
Out-of-State...1-800-849-2476

www.wheatlandrea.com

90 DAYS OF PURCHASE

Auto Pay!!!
Don’t have time to sit down to pay your
Wheatland REA bill?
We can help you set up your account for auto
pay. Come in and see us or give us a call,
(307) 331-2125.
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