
Back to snow! As I write this, it is snowing again after a beautiful, warm weekend. 
Springtime in Wyoming! I love it! 
     
The last month has been a busy one at the REA! Immediately after our little storm last month, 
more on the storm in a little bit, we resorted to about “Plan C” for the annual membership 
meeting. You, the members, came through in stellar fashion, rolling with the changes. “Plan 
C” ended up as a drive-through meeting, even after we had to delay it for a week due to the 
storm! 
     
The 2021 Annual Membership meeting was a success! 178 members attended, which was 
well over the quorum requirements! Members received their capital credit retirement checks, 
and we drew for door prizes the following day. The proposed bylaw updates passed. Congrat-
ulations to Britt Wilson, Bob Brockman, Sandy Hranchak, and Jack Finnerty for their re-
election to the Board of Directors! All in all, it was a successful meeting even with the chal-
lenges Mother Nature threw at us! Thanks to all of you for stepping up and attending. 
     
The members who attended the Annual Meeting, were given vouchers for the Health Fair. 
Other sections of this WREN edition have more detailed information on the health fair. 
Please give us a call if you have any questions. It is a pleasure to provide this service to you! 
     
As for the March storm, we have finally dug out from most of the damage! We continue to make repairs as conditions allow. We 
are trying not to do more damage than has already been done. All of the lines are up and running at this time. This little weather 
event caused 74 poles to break, as well as several crossarms. We also lost several miles of wire due to the weight of the ice on 
the lines! We spliced some of the wire, but other runs of wire were too damaged to repair. We have estimated the total damage 
to our system at about $374,000! We have joined with other utilities and government entities in filing a claim with FEMA for 
some reimbursement. There are always questions about how much expense, if any, FEMA will cover, so we will wait and see. I 
would be remiss if I did not thank all of those who called, sent cards, notes, and other goodies as their way of showing apprecia-
tion to the REA employees who worked so hard during the storm! Thank you so much! 
 
In May, we recognize Memorial Day. This is a day that we honor those in the military who have given the ultimate sacrifice in 
defense of our freedoms. Those veterans who gave their lives so that we may live with the freedoms that we all too frequently 
take for granted. As we recognize this Memorial Day, I would ask that you contemplate this sacrifice and the freedoms we en-
joy. Some of which were restricted over the last year. Regardless of your feelings as to why those restrictions occurred, I believe 
this time has provided a glimpse of what life would be like without our freedoms in place. Consider not having the freedom to 
travel to see loved ones, and support those in care facilities, and in some areas of the country, being confined to our homes. As 
the restrictions are lifted, it is easy to forget how this felt. Still, I encourage you to think about it and then remember those who 
did make the sacrifice so that we may enjoy our freedoms. Thanks to them and their families! Our prayers go to them all! 
     
Along the lines of celebrations, just around the corner, on June 14th, we celebrate Flag Day. This day commemorates the adop-
tion of the flag of the United States on June 14, 1777. The Second Continental Congress, by resolution passed on this date, stat-
ed: "Resolved, That the flag of the thirteen United States be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen 
stars, white in a blue field, representing a new constellation." This flag is the symbol of our freedoms! If you do not recall the 
meanings of the different components of our nation's flag, I encourage you to do a little research and learn that each aspect of the 
flag has a special meaning. I also encourage you to fly the flag in support of this great country! While a vocal minority is tearing 
down what others have fought and died for, let us stand up and show our support for those who made the ultimate sacrifice, and 
for this country! 
  
As always, it is a pleasure to serve you, the fantastic member-owners of Wheatland Rural Electric Association! 
Thanks for all you do!  
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From The Desk Of. . . Don Smith, Manager

May, 2021 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Congress


From the office of RKA…… 
 
Happy May 2021!  As I am writing this article, I 
am looking outside and watching the snow fall.  
Spring sure has given us the Wyoming weather 
that we all know so well!  At least this snowfall 
is not like the Marchmageddon 2021!  
  
If you did not attend the Annual Meeting, you 
should have already received your capital credit 
retirement check in the mail.  Please cash your 
check as soon as possible, as it is only valid for 
90 days from the date of the meeting.  Several 
members have asked me what happens if they do 
not get their check cashed in the 90-day period.  
Once the 90 days have expired, we void all 
checks that have not cleared the bank.  Those 
voided checks go back into your capital credit account as “gains”, and when we 
cut capital credit checks again next year, those gains will be added to your check, 
along with the amount for any years that the co-op is paying out.  You never lose 
any of the capital credits that are on your account, but your payout might get de-
layed if you do not cash your check before it expires.  Any questions about this, 
please give me a call. 
 
May is the month we begin our summer hours: Monday-Thursday, 7:00 a.m.-5:30 
p.m., and closed on Friday.  I have had members ask why we change our working 
hours.  Our co-op covers 4 counties: Platte, Albany, Goshen, and Laramie.  Some 
of our existing meters are clear out by Reservoir #3.  “Windshield time” could be 2 
hours one-way for work to be done.  In an 8-hour day, we would use up much of 
our work day just getting to the job site.  The linemen can accomplish a lot more 
construction and maintenance with the longer, 10-hour days and the nicer weather. 
   
Just a friendly reminder that the Wellness Fair blood draw is June 16, 2021.  Re-
member that you need to bring the voucher that you received at the Annual Meet-
ing in order to get the basic blood draw paid for by the co-op.  You can get addi-
tional tests at your own expense at that time.  The blood draw is at the First State 
Bank Conference Center, at 1405 16th St. in Wheatland.  The blood draw is from 
7:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.  Please see page 4 of this insert for more details.  Any 
questions, please call the office. 
 
We noticed during the snowstorm that a lot of our members had incorrect tele-
phone numbers on file.  It is very important that we have your correct phone 
numbers, in case we must call you because of outages or other emergencies.  
In July 2021, there will be a mail stuffer in your bill.  We ask that you please 
take the time to fill it out with your current contact information and return it 
to us.  More information on this will be coming later! 
 
On the home front, it has been quiet.  We are still 
waiting for nicer weather so we can enjoy our 
patio…no, there is not a firepit yet!  That is an-
other whole long story. We are hoping that we 
can start making plans for a trip north for fishing, 
but it’s still not looking too bright.  My hubby and 
son have been doing a little fishing…I am more 
of a fair weather fisherman.  Although I like to ice 
fish, I cannot get too excited about wearing my 
winter gear in the boat, bundled up like an Eski-
mo!!!  
  
Until next month!  
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Don’t forget... 

Summer hours are here! 

Until September 24th we 
are on our summer 

schedule. 
 

Monday-Thursday  
7:00 am to 5:30 pm  
Closed on Friday   

BIRTHDAYS TO REMEMBER 

WHAT TO WATCH FOR THIS SUMMER 
 

TREE TRIMMERS:  Wright Tree Service will be trimming trees beginning about June 
1st.  They will trim trees on the Palmer Canyon line, beginning at the top of Palmer Can-
yon, working westward to the Laramie Plains, north through Garrett, then along the Fetter-
man Rd., and finally, on to the Marshall and Mule Creek regions. 
 

If you know of any trees close to the power lines, please call the office at 307-322-2125. 

 

If you live in the areas we are trimming and need wood chips (free), let us know. 
 

POLE TESTERS:  INTEC Services will start testing our power poles on or about June 1st.  
They are testing poles on the south circuit, from Dwyer Substation (on State Hwy. 320) and 
the south circuit, from Grayrocks Substation.   

Just a few of the electric products 
that qualify for rebates.  
Call for rebate details and a list of 
all the eligible products. 
But hurry! You must apply within 
120 days of purchase. 
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 NOW WHAT? 
Go to College? 
 

Attend a Trade School? 
 

Join the Military? 
 

Get a Job? 
 

Wherever your path leads you, never be 
afraid to be the first one to work, and the last 
one to leave at the end of the day.  That type 
of work ethic will take you far in life. 
 

It’s a cold, hard world out there, but you have 
proven that you have the power to see any 
task through to its completion!  

 

Who: Member-Owners with the Health Fair blood draw vouchers they received at the An-
nual Meeting in March.  You MUST BRING your voucher with you. 

 

When: June 16th from 7:00 a.m. until Noon. 

 

Where: First State Bank Conference Center, 1405 16th St., Wheatland, WY. 


