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November, 2017 Tammy Gonzalez, Editor

Welcome to Fall! It’s been getting a little cool these last few mornin

gs; yesterday we had
a pretty good frost, so we know what is around the corner! The Farmers’ Almanac is pre-
dicting, “cold, moderate snowfall — not as harsh as usual,” for this winter. We shall see
how close the Almanac is!

November will be another busy month here at the REA! We will be hosting our 3" An-
nual Veterans Day Open House on November 10". As I have said in previous articles, |
am a strong supporter of veteran recognition. | honor and respect the individuals who
served, no matter the branch of military; guard, reserve or active duty. Because of these
individuals, we are able to enjoy the freedoms we have in this country. These people
have dedicated at least part of their lives to ensuring we remain a free country. To those
who have served, no matter what branch, capacity, or time period, THANK YOU! As
part of this Open House, we will have a display of various uniforms members bring in for
the day. Last year, we had a member display uniforms from several generations of his
family, going as far back as the Civil War! Included with the uniforms will be a story of
the veteran who wore it. Sometimes we actually have the person in attendance! In addi-
tion to the display, we will provide coffee and some sweet treats! Come by and enjoy the
display and the company of those in attendance, in recognition of our nation’s veterans!

REA is again teaming up with the school district to host the 3rd Annual Platte County Career Fair. Unlike other career fairs that
emphasize college and careers which require at least a four year degree, we also focus on the many careers that require an ap-
prenticeship, on-the-job training or even just the school of hard knocks. We will have some two-year colleges and trade
schools, participate, as well as employers with information about how to start a career in their industries. Whether you are new
to the job market, looking to change careers, or are just curious about what is out there, | hope you can visit us at the fair! Look
for specifics about the Career Fair in this edition of the WREN.

We will be celebrating the Thanksgiving holiday on Nov. 23th and 24th. This is one of my favorite holidays and it is appropri-
ately joined in November with Veterans Day, two holidays dedicated to saying thanks. Thanksgiving is a wonderful time for
recognizing and appreciating the many things we have been blessed with in this country. If we all truly contemplate our indi-
vidual situations, we can each find something to be grateful for, whether it be health, family, loved ones, friends, or the free-
doms that come with living in this great nation! Look deeply and give thanks in your own way. Then, if you are able, help and
share with those who may not be as fortunate as you. You don’t have to look far, either within this country or outside it to real-
ize we have many things others do not. We are truly blessed!

Personally, one thing I am grateful for is living here and being able to serve you, the member-owners of Wheatland REA! | am
also grateful for all of the dedicated employees here! This is truly a wonderful place to live and work! As always, please stop
in and let me know if you have any thoughts or concerns, or if one of our great employees does something above and beyond.
Thanks everyone! Have a wonderful November!

WWW.wheatlandrea,com

Your Touchstone Energy” Cooperative ?QT

The power of human connections®

1




Watts New is a publication of
Wheatland Rural Electric
Association
P. O. Box 1209
Wheatland, WY 82201
www.wheatlandrea.com
(307) 322-2125
(800) 344-3351

REA WINTER HOURS
Monday - Friday
8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

OUTAGES-OPEN 24/7

OUTAGE PHONE NUMBERS
(307) 322-2125
(800) 344-3351
24 hours a day

STAFF
Donald E. Smith
General Manager
Rhonda Apodaca

Office Manager

Jason Wright
Line Superintendent

Al Teel
Member Services

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Robert Brockman 322-2220
President

Britt Wilson 331-8405
Vice President

Jack Finnerty 331-2100
Secretary/Treasurer

Sandra Hranchak 322-4393

Director

Candy Geringer 307-351-8716
Director

Your Touchstone Energy” Cooperative ?(D
—

The power of human connections®

From the office of RKA....

The fall season is here and upon us. Cooler
temperatures, leaves falling, and the sun set-
ting earlier in the day. | am just wondering
when 1 will have to get out my snow boots
and parka. Hopefully not too soon!

Veterans Day is November 11", Let us all
take the time to thank our veterans for
fighting for our freedom. They have given
us the privilege to be free American citizens.
In recognition of all veterans, we will have
an Open House on Friday, November 10™
here at the REA office. Please stop by and
enjoy refreshments with us.
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Even though it is closer to the end of the 2017 year, we still stay busy here at the co
-op. This is a time when Management is working on the 2018 budget. Budgets are
a necessary evil; difficult as they are, they provide a tool to forecast numbers and
predict what will happen with revenue and expenses. They help Management stay
attuned to expenses and costs.

It is also time for the co-op to start planning for the Annual Meeting, which is
scheduled for March 14, 2018. Please mark your calendars. Two board positions
will be up for re-election. With board approval, we will once again have the health
fair.

In the past several months, we have seen an increase in phone calls from members
not receiving their bills. Remember, you can review your bill on our website,
www.wheatlandrea.com. If you need assistance in locating it on the website, please
give us a call and we would be happy to walk you through the steps. You can also
pay on-line, with either a credit card or electronic check.

For the past few years, Wheatland REA has been the coordinator for a Career Fair.
This year, the Career Fair will be on Thursday, November 16™ at the 4-H Building.
We get many employers, military groups, colleges, etc....to participate. The REA
feels this is one way to give back to our community, by providing our future leaders
opportunities they could be involved in after their high school years. If you have
Juniors or Seniors, | encourage you to ask them about the fair!

The home front is quiet, but still doing some fishing here and there. Last year at
this same time, | was trying to hurt myself by participating in a Tough Mudder. |
have scaled back a bit, and am just taking in a few 5k’s. This is the favorite time
of the year for the dogs because it is hunting season for them. My family just grabs
their hunting boots, and the dogs are already sitting at the door ready to go!

Until next month......
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Shop these fine merchants...they give our
members discounts!

(You must present your “Co-op Connections Dis-

count Card” at the time of purchase!)

ARBY’S RESTAURANT-WHEATLAND
ARBY’S RESTAURANT-DOUGLAS
ASH’S SALES & SERVICE

BEAR CREEK ORIGINALS

BEST WESTERN TORCHLIGHT INN
BUFFALO LODGE AND GRILL
CHEYENNE COFFEE COMPANY
CHUGWATER CHILI

CONSOLIDATED MANUFACTURING
ENTERPRISES (CME)

COUNTRY GIRLS EMBROIDERY
DRUBE SUPPLY/HARDWARE HANK
FRENCHMAN VALLEY COOPERATIVE
HOWSHAR HARDWARE

LARAMIE PEAK MOTORS

MICKE’S FAMILY RESTAURANT
MUREL’S GREAT TREASURES
PICTURE THIS PHOTOGRAPHY
REGISTER CLIFF PHARMACY

ROY’S TREE SERVICE

SHERARD REALTY, INC

SIMPLY CREATIVE

SOUTH STREET PHARMACY

TACO JOHN’S

TEEL GUN WORKS

THE PIE TIN BAKERY AND CATERING
THE SHARP SHOP OF WHEATLAND
WHEATLAND ALTERNATIVE HEALTH CENTER
WHEATLAND COUNTRY STORE
WYOMING PURE NATURAL BEEF
WHEATLAND RURAL ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION

Co-op Connections” Card

Don’t forget,
\\\ Wheatland REA

| has LED and
@\ CFL light bulbs,

from 9 watts to 65
watts. We have
great night lights
for the kids’ rooms
too!
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While
supplies last!

Low Income Energy
Assistance
Program (LIEAP)

Winter 2017-2018

Applications are available on the
Department of Family Services website
October 1, 2017 to February 28, 2018:
http://dfsweb.state.wy.us
...0r...

Applications can also be picked up at
your local Department of Family
Services office.

LIEAP starting and ending dates for elec-
tric service are: November 1, 2017 (Dec.
1st bill) through
June, 2018 (July 1st bill).

Call 1-307-347-6181 if you need help
with your application.

WITH FAMILY COMING
FOR THE HOLIDAYS,
AND THE DISHES THAT
NEED WASHING

AFTER THOSE BIG FAMI-
LY DINNERS, MAKE
SURE YOUR WATER
HEATER IS UP FOR THE
CHALLENGE!
WHEATLAND REA SELLS
MARATHON WATER
HEATERS. LETS US f]
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HELP MAKE YOUR
HOLIDAYS.
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0 Fromy Whealland REA.
e’ We will be closed onv
A Nov. 23rd and
Noy. 24th:

Platte County
2017 Career
Fair
November 16th
at the 4-H
Building;
10:00 am to
3:00 pm

VETERANS’
OPEN HOUSE

Nov. 10th at the

& | Wheatland REA
=] from 8:00 am-4:00
pm.

Refreshments will

Would you like to display your uniform or the uniform of a loved one? Call us. We
would be honored to display them and tell your story!
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